[Congenital human cytomegalovirus infection: value of human cytomegalovirus DNA quantification in amniotic fluid].
A quantitative PCR assay (RS Elosa CMV, Lambdatech) was used to quantitate HCMV DNA in maternal amniotic fluid of 12 fetuses with congenital infection (group 1) and of 10 fetuses without congenital infection (group 2). HCMV detection was performed for both groups using culture and qualitative PCR. Histologic examinations of fetal tissues and placenta were carried out for 9 patients from group 1. The amniotic fluid viral loads were negative in all patients of group 2. In group 1, all viral loads were high (from 1.105 to > 107 cop/mL) and no difference was observed between symptomatic and asymptomatic foetuses. Further evaluation on larger samples is needed to define more precisely the pronostic value of HCMV DNA quantification in amniotic fluid.